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NE of the most ambitious plans for 
advancing the best interests of in- 
surance yet proposed in the world’s his- 
tory is that of the World’s Insurance 
Congress to be held at San Francisco in 
1915 in connection. with the Pananfa- 
Pacific International Exposition. The 
great importance of insurance to the 
economic welfare of a nation is but 
dimly perceived by the vast majority of 
people, and the great scope of its benefits 
is but slightly comprehended. As a mat- 
ter of fact, insurance to-day touches and 
affects every corner of our commercial 
and social life, making business transac- 
tions sure and protecting against every 
possible contingency of loss. Without in- 
surance, credit would be impaired, big 
business operations could not be under- 
taken, and no provision could be made 
for the safeguarding of dependents. The 
various branches of insurance as prac- 
ticed to-day overlap at many points, so 
that all classes of insurance men may 
profit by the experience of others. In 
order that this experience may be widely 
availed of, this World’s Insurance Con- 
gress is to be summoned, bringing under- 
writers from all parts of the world for 
the purpose of exchanging their views, 
presenting their experiences and study- 
ing the best possible methods of increas- 
ing their service to the public at large. 
Such a Congress wil! be a great educator 
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for the general public, in that it will in- 
dicate how important the insurance in- 
terest is in the daily life of the world, 
and it may be predicted with confidence 
that insurers will realize more than they 
have ever done before that they them- 
selves are the real mainstays of the in- 
surance principle, and that the companies 
are merely their agents for distributing 
the heavy losses of the few who suffer 
among the more fortunate ones who do 
not. In conceiving the idea of this 
World’s Insurance Congress, Commis- 
sioner W. L. Hathaway has conferred a 
marked benefit upon the entire business. 





T is with much regret that we have ob- 
served the recent retirement from the 
underwriting field of a number of the 
older fire insurance companies. Some of 
these retirements have been due to the in- 
creasing demand among agents for large 
companies, which can write or retain 
good-sized individual lines; but the gen- 
eral underwriting experience, in recent 
years, has not been particularly encourag- 
ing. One of the companies which seems 
likely to retire from business, however, 
has sufficient capital and surplus and has 
been conducted profitably enough to war- 
rant its remaining in operation; but, un- 
fortunately, its directors did not seem 
able to find the proper man to succeed 
the deceased underwriter of the com- 
pany. It will be freely conceded that the 
difficulties in the way of operating a fire 
insurance company profitably, in these 
days, have been much multiplied by legal 
restrictions, etc., so that the decision of 
a large and influential company to retire 
does not seem so strange as it would have 
fifteen or twenty years ago. Fire insur- 
ance, being a necessity to the commercial 
world, should be fostered and encouraged 
by law makers, rather than constantly 
hampered and placed under additional 
and unnecessary restrictions. 


HAT the conventions which wal be 
held this week and next in Phila- 
delphia will give a distinct impetus to the 
fire prevention movement can hardly be 
doubted. Heretofore the National Fire 
Protection Association has been the 
prime source of energy in practically 
every movement looking to the reduction 
of the fire waste in this country, and it 
is without doubt due primarily to the 
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activity of this association that so im- 
portant a gathering as the National Fire 
Prevention Convention, which is to be 
held next week in Philadelphia, has be- 
come a possibility. Powell Evans, chair- 
man of the Fire Prevention Commission 
of the Department of Public Safety of 
Philadelphia, has taken the initiative in 
bringing about the convention named, 
and has been successful in securing the 
co-operation of government officials and 
influential organizations and individuals 
who are interested in the minimization of 
life and property loss by fire and other- 
wise. A list of the persons who are ex- 
pected to attend the convention next 
week contains the names of many men 
of nation-wide prominence, whose co- 
operation in the fire prevention move- 
ment will add greatly to the probability 
of its successful fruition. As an indica- 
tion of the fact that the National Fire 
Association will co-operate heartily in the 
work to be laid out by the National Fire 
Prevention Convention, it may be stated 
that the executive committee of that as- 
sociation will attend and participate in 
the convention. In brief, it appears that 
all who are interested in the reduction of 
the fire waste will now have an oppor- 
tunity to work together harmoniously 
and, we trust, effectively. 





O-DAY is the forty-second anni- 
versary of the great Chicago con- 
flagration. When considering this, it 
seems rather surprising that it is only 
within the last few years that any active 
and concerted attempts have been made 
to interest the public broadly in the mat- 
ter of fire prevention. Some twenty 
States are now observing a fire preven- 
tion or clean-up day, many of them hav- 
ing selected October 9—the anniversary 


‘of the Chicago fire—as the most appro- 


priate date for such observances. But it 
has taken four decades to produce this 
much interest in the subject of fire pre- 
vention. However, there is good ground 
for hope that the movement, having re- 
ceived a good start, will progress more 
rapidly in the future. The National Fire 
Prevention Convention, which will occur 
next week in Philadelphia, will doubtless 
attract general attention and, if the pub- 
licity end is well handled, should become 
an educational force. It is to be hoped 
that the Governors of States, other than 
those in which a fire prevention day has 
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already been designated, will also feel it 
to be incumbent upon them to specify a 
clean-up day in their respective Common- 
wealths during the coming year, thereby 
doing their share towards decreasing the 
risk of another such conflagration as that 


which devastated 
years ago to-day. 


Chicago forty-two 





HERE will be held in London next 
month an International Conference 
on Safety at Sea, the results of which, it 
is hoped, will conduce to a lessening of 
the danger of traversing the ocean wastes. 
The American delegation will probably 
make certain recommendations looking 
to the greater effectiveness of wireless 
communication, by bringing about con- 
tinuity of service, so that signals of dis- 
tress may be received and heeded at any 
hour of the day or night. A Committee 
on Radiotelegraphy, appointed by Secre- 
tary of Commerce Redfield, has drawn 
up a set of requirements along the lines 
indicated, which are designed to apply to 
ships in foreign trade carrying fifty or 
more persons and whose courses embrace 
200 miles or more between ports. The 
necessity for having either an operator 
or a watcher on duty at all times was 1l- 
lustrated at the time of the “Titanic” 
disaster, when help might have been 
more quickly available had all the ships 
within a reasonable distance had men on 
watch for the reception of distress 
signals. 








FIRE INSURANCE 


NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Hearing on Public Adjusters’ Licenses.— 
The Insurance Department is still holding 
hearings upon the public adjusters’ applications 
for licenses. There was a brief interview a 
week ago on the most important case of all, 
in which one of the fire marshals gave evidence 
and the belated applicant appeared by dis- 
tinguished counsel. 

Complaint of Dull Business.—There is the 
usual complaint in various offices about dull 

business. It was noticed when the last patrol 
‘ returns were in and printed that the agencies 
and companies which had been weeping and 
wailing over lost premiums came up with re- 
ports of increase compared with the previous 
years. The movement of premiums is fluctu- 
ating owing to the reduced amounts on large 
stocks of merchandise in the sales establish- 
ments, which are offset to some extent by 
Jarger amounts held in bond. The building in- 
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surances are not increased seriously, but hold 
their own in renewals. Real estate agents en- 
gaged in fire insurance have managed to con- 
trol enough of this class to divert it to a few 
offices. 

Greenwich Fire—The threatened disap- 
pearance of the old Greenwich would remove a 
veritable landmark in the fire insurance his- 
tory of this city. The memory of its affable 
president, who, in various offices, had guided 
its affairs for a half century, is still green in 
the hearts of his associates. 


Sylvester Bellau Dies.—Sylvester Bellau, 
for many years cashier of T. Y. Brown & Co. 
of New York, died on Monday last of Bright’s 
disease. 


Would Establish Annexes.—Nearly every 
one of the companies which are associated in 
annex operations would like the privilege of 
enlarging their business by an annex office in 
this city. There are a goodly number of them, 
and as individual companies they would com- 
mand a large vote in the Exchange if it were 
proposed to amend the rule by which they are 
excluded from more than one office. Only the 
inexorable rule of unanimous consent stands 
in their way. 

Superintendent Emmet to Speak.—Super- 
intendent William T. Emmet of the New York 
Insurance Department will speak before the 
Insurance Society of New York at its dinner 
and meeting on Tuesday, October 28, at the 
Aldine Club. The invitation to speak was ex- 
tended by President Buswell of the society. 


Act on Good Advice.—The recent advice 
given to the city authorities by Mr. Potter, 
chief of the special hazard bureau of the Ex- 
change, suggesting the use of iron and steel 
furniture in the Municipal building, has had 
the effect of increasing the proportion of that 
quality of office furniture ordered for the occu- 
pants. Yet there will undoubtedly be quite 
enough of wooden furniture used in the build- 
ing to make considerable of a bonfire in case 
of an accident. That is a chance taken in all 
the fireproof buildings in this city, and it is no 
surprise some of the older office-holders who 
will become tenants in the Municipal building 
should cling to the old style. 

Pennsylvania Department Ruling.—The 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department has ruled 
that inter-insurers must stand on their own 
bottom independent of all Lloyds associations. 
We are advised that all the solid inter-insur- 
ance organizations in this city have no alliance 
or affiliation whatever with any Lloyds, al- 
though one or two of them were founded on 
old Lloyds so-called charters, but they extin- 
guished the Lloyds factors of the business and 
in practice all subscribers are now policy- 
holders. The Pennsylvania Department has 
made a compulsory requirement to that effect. 

Make Singular Discovery.—A very singu- 
lar discovery was reported by the adjusters 
for the companies concerned in an up-town 
loss, which involved $45,000 insurance on a 
stock which was finally valued by agreement 
at $15,000, and settled for $9,500. The books 
of the firm were not resorted to at all, but were 
the pretended basis for a claim in excess of 
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the adjustment. The excess of insurance over 
the sound value led to an examination of the 
premises. It was decided the latter might 
have contained an amount of stock quite equal 
to the sum insured, but in view of the ap- 
parent discrepancy the adjusters were com- 
pelled to ask how, in the absence of books, 
they could have discovered the value in event 
of a total destruction. The companies clearly 
had a narrow escape. . 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 


William Wallace Appointed Agent.— 
William-Wallace is named as Boston agent of 
the Union Insurance Company of Bangor, Me., 
which was admitted to Massachusetts this 
week to transact marine insurance. The com- 
pany has a paid-up capital of $200,000. 

Local Agents Meet.—Although overhead 
writing and other ills incident to the business 
of fire insurance agents were discussed at the 
annual meeting of the Massachusetts Associa- 
tion of Local Fire Insurance Agents last Sat- 
urday, the proposed cut in commissions on 
liability insurance was the dominating theme. 
Fully twenty speakers from all parts of the 
State vehemently denounced the proposition, 
and it was unanimously voted that the execu- 
tive committee record the sentiment of the 
gathering to the national body, and request 
that the subject be brought before the Insur- 
ance Commissioners’ Convention. F. L, 
Warner of Salem presided capably, and he 
was unanimously re-elected. After the lunch- 
eon foliowing the meeting, Insurance Com- 
missioner Merrill of New Hampshire, Arthur 
A. Clarke, manager of the General’ Adjust- 
ment Bureau; Arthur S, Gates, assistant man- 
ager of the Travelers, and H. H. Putnam, 
secretary of the National Association, ad- 
dressed the members. 

Examines Mutual.—The Massachusetts In- 
surance Department has completed the ex- 
amination of the Newburyport Mutual of New- 
buryport and the Saugus Mutual, which have 
been in existence a good many years. The 
Department makes no comment other than 
certifying to their condition, both examinations 
being as of July 31 last. 


Want Massachusetts License.—The Grain 
Dealers National Mutual of Indianapolis has 
applied for admission to Massachusetts. 


R. G. Hinkley Promoted.—Henry J. Ide, 
New England general agent for a number of 
well-known fire companies, announces that 
Ralph G. Hinkley, who has been associated 
with him for some years, has been given an 
interest in his business, under the title of as- 
sistant general agent. Russell E. Stevens, Mr. 
Hinkley’s assistant for several years, has been 
appointed special agent for the companies in 
the Ide agency. 


Admit Three New Partners.—The well- 
known agency of Field & Cowles, New Eng- 
land managers of the Royal of Liverpool, has 
admitted three new partners—John J. Cornish, 
Thomas R. Young and Harry F, Damon. On 
the death of Edmund B. Cowles and John A. 
Jennings during the past summer, it was ob- 
vious that the surviving partners, Herbert 
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Damon and George Neiley, would find the 
burden of conducting such an immense busi- 
ness too strenuous for them, and accordingly 
much speculation has been indulged in as to 
who the new partner or partners would be. 
In John J. Cornish, Messrs. Damon and Neiley 
have selected one of the most experienced and 
popular field men in New England. Mr. 
Cornish has been special agent for the Phoenix 
of Hartford for some years, and he was 
marked for preferment to executive position 
with that company. Mr. Young has been Mr. 
Damon’s understudy in the marine department 
for some time past, and is accordingly thor- 
oughly equipped in that important branch of 
the business. Mr. Damon is the son of the 
senior partner and has been for some years 
with the firm, being identified with its automo- 
bile interests. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


Inspection of Joliet.—Four hundred and 
twenty-three buildings were inspected last 
week by the Illinois Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, and ninety-six defects were found. 


New Executive Committeemen.—The fol-- 
lowing members have been nominated for the 
executive committee of the Chicago Board of 
Underwriters: L. C. Rollo, M. H. Gardiner, 
Otto J. Gnaedinger. 


Fire Insurance Programme.—The lecture 
committee of the Fire Insurance Club of Chi- 
cago has adopted the following programme for 
the season of 1913-14: 


October 7 or 8—“The Business of Fire In- 
surance, its Origin, Evolution and Funda- 
mental Principles,’ W. B. Flickeringer, gen- 
eral agent, Philadelphia Underwriters, Erie, 


a 

October 14—“The Agent,” C. B. Fitch, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., a local agent. 

October 28—“The Examiner,” W. H. Gart- 
side, examiner in the Western department of 
the National Fire and previously with the 
North America and Connecticut. 

November 11—“The Field Man,” H. N. 
Wood, Omaha, State agent in Iowa and Ne- 
braska for the North British and former presi- 
dent of the Northwest Association. 

November 25—“The Company,” John Mar- 
shall, general agent, Western department Fire- 
mans Fund. 

January 13—‘“Organizations,’ C. H. Barry, 
general agent, Western department Pennsyl- 
vania Fire. 

January 27—“Legislation,” O. B. Ryon, gen- 
eral counsel of the National Board. 

February 10—“Salvage Corps, Their Opera- 
tion and Aichievements,” Capt. J. J. Conway, 
superintendent of the salvage corps at Cin- 
cinnati. 

February 24—“Salvaged .Stocks and Prop- 
erties,’ W. W. Thomas, manager of the Un- 
derwriters Salvage Company, Chicago. 

March 10—“Accounts and Collections,” L, P. 
Vorhees, chief accountant, Western depart- 
ment, Springfield. 


F. W. Feiler Appointed Special Agent.— 
F, W. Feiler, an examiner in the Western de- 
partment office of the Springfield Fire and 
Marine of Springfield, Mass., at Chicago, has 
been appointed special agent for that company 
in Colorado and Wyoming, the appointment 
taking effect from October 1. 

Blue Goose Officers Elected.—The Illinois 
Pond of the Blue Goose held its annual meet- 
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ing last week and elected the following officers : 
Most loyal gander, W. J. Sonnen; super- 
visor, D. E. Monroe; custodian, R. F. Wolters- 


‘dorf; guardian, M. -A. Sholbe; secretary, 


W. W. Mack; treasurer, F, E. Haselton. 


Louis Windmuller Dies 


Louis Windmuller, venerable merchant, civic 
worker and founder of the German-American 
Insurance Company of New York, died recently 
at his home in Woodside, Queens Borough, N. 
Y., of the infirmities of old age in his seventy- 
eighth year. Mr. Windmuller was born in West- 
phalia, Germany, and came to the United 
States in 1853. He was a member of many soci- 
eties and was active in municipal affairs. Fol- 
lowing the Chicago fire of 1872, with Emil 
Oelbermann, Joseph H. Choate, Otto Heinze and 
Charles Stewart Smith, he founded the German- 
American. In 1882, with Clarence H. Kelsey and 
Ellis D. Williams, he established the Title 
Guarantee and Trust Company, and was promi- 
nent in the organization of several New York 
banks as well as the German Alliance Insurance 
Company and the Bond and Mortgage Guaran- 
tee Company. 

As a long-time member of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York city he was active in its 
interests. Every meeting saw him in the same 
seat in the front of the meeting place, and many 
valuable suggestions were made by him to the 
numerous committees on which he served at 
various times through the many years of its 
membership. In the Underwriters Club of New 
York he took a deep interest, having been one 
of its founders. He had great breadth of vision 
in business and civic matters and did much for 
the advancement of the business of his adopted 
city. 


Restriction on Increase in Kansas 


The Kansas Insurance Department has just 
advised the inspection office which fixes Kansas 
rates that no future increases will be permitted 
unless increased hazard can be shown. No ac- 
count will be taken of errors in inspection. 
Rates which have stood in the past must re- 
main in force. Since a general cut of twelve 
per cent was ordered by the Department in 1909, 
the insurance companies have been watching 
their risks more closely and looking for defects 
that previously were not given much account. 
This has resulted in numerous readjustments of 
rates over the State. In a letter canceling sev- 
eral new rates based on new inspections by the 
rating bureau, Superintendent Ike S. Lewis has 
virtually told the insurance companies that no 
more increases would be allowed. 


Watchman Warranty Was Covered 


(To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR) 


We notice in your issue of September 18, page 
125, reference is made to a loss on a provision 
and packing house in De Graw street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., which indicates there is some question 
about a watchman and watch clock warranty. 

We are at a loss to understand where you se- 
cured this information, as there is absolutely no 
question whatever in connection with said war- 
ranty, as this endorsement was fully covered 
under a binder, during some alterations and re- 
pairs to the premises. 

In view of this, we trust you will kindly cor- 
rect the article in question and thereby greatly 
oblige, 

Yours very truly, 
JOHN D. WYETH & CO., 


H. Kunreauther, Sec. and Treas. 
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RATIFY MERGER PLAN 





Stockholders Approve Consolidation of 
Phoenix and Connecticut Fire 





MINORITY STOCKHOLDER RAISES 
OBJECTION 


Protest Filed with Connecticut Insurance Depart- 
ment Opposing the Deal on Several Grounds 


At special meetings of the stockholders of the 
Phenix Fire and the Connecticut Fire of Hart- 
ford, the action of the directors for the merger 
of the latter company into the former was rati- 
fied. There was considerable opposition to the 
amalgamation on the part of some of the stock- 
holders of the Connecticut. There were 8729 
shares voted in favor of the deal and 374 
against. The contention of the minority stock- 
holders was that the company was in no need of 
selling and that a president should be elected to 
succeed the late John D. Browne, and the com- 
pany be continued in business. There were more 
than fifty stockholders of the Connecticut 
present, and the meeting was presided over by 
John M. Holcombe, president of the Phenix Mu- 
tual Life of Hartford. 

Newton C. Brainard, a Connecticut Fire 
stockholder, has filed a protest with the Con- 
necticut Insurance Department against the 
amalgamation on the ground that the directors 
in their notice to the stockholders relative to 
the special meeting failed to give sufficient in- 
formation in regard to the business to be 
brought up and that the stock of the Connecti- 
cut could have been sold at a higher figure. 
Further, it is claimed that a higher price had 
actually been offered. , 





Want Option on California Fire 


A large English fire insurance company is 
understood to have made an offer to the stock- 
holders of the California Fire of San Francisco 
for an option on its entire capital at $95 a 
share. The par value is $40 per share. The 
plan is to continue the California company un- 
der its present management if the deal goes 
through, but the capital and surplus will be 
largely increased. 

According to advices received from San Fran- 
cisco, eighty per cent of the stockholders have 
given an option on their stock to an attorney 


- of that city at $95 a share. The option expires 


November 1. The identity of the company which 
proposes the purchase is being carefully con- 
cealed. 


Greenwich Fire of New York 


It is understood that the capital stock of the 
Greenwich Fire of New York is practically in- 
tact. The increase in the market values of se- 
curities has about made up the small impair- 
ment reported by the examiners of the New 
York Insurance Department. 


Lockwood Brothers & Ward Appointed 


Lockwood Brothers & Ward of New York city 
have been appointed local agents for the Ari- 
zona Fire of Phenix. This company has assets 


~ 
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amounting to some $400,000, with a net surplus, 
beyond its $200,000 capital, of about $120,000. It 
is licensed in Arizona, California, Illinois, In- 
diana, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. E. 
M. Davis, who is now the company’s general 
maager, is a man of extensive fire insurance ex- 
perience, and the company’s friends anticipate 
that it will make steady progress in strength 
and volume of business. Some of the most 
wealthy and progressive business men of 
Phoenix are back of the company. 





Programme for Local Agent's Meeting 


The programme for the annual meeting of the 
National Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents, which will be held October 14, 15 and 
16, at the Hotel Sinton at Cincinnati, is as fol- 
lows: 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 2 O'CLOCK 

Address of Welcome, James M, DeCamp, Cincinnati, 
manger Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance 
Company; Dennis F, Cash, for Cincinnati Fire Insur- 
ance Club. 


Response. 
President’s Address, James H. Southgate, Durham, 


‘Report of Executive Committee, C, F. Hildreth, 
chairman, Freeport, Ill. | : a 

Report of Legislative. Committee, George D. Mark- 
ham, chairman, St. Louis. Z é 

Report of Joint Conference Committee, C. H. Wood- 
worth, chairman, Buffalo. | ; nd 

Address, Capt. J. J. Conway, superintendent Cin- 
cinnati Salvage Corps. ; 

Appointment of Committees. . ‘ 

Introduction of Resolutions and Discussions. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, 10 O’CLOCK 

Address, “Relations of Fire Insurance with the Pub- 
lic.’ Wm. T. Emmet, Superintendent of Insurance, 
New York. 

Discussion. 2 

Extension Fund, Special report from officials of the 
National and State associations, Future of the Associa- 
tions, How to increase the strength and benefits of the 
organization. : : 

Open Debate, Sole Agencies, Should Agents Favor 
Legislation Requiring Companies to do Business Only 
Under Their Own Names? i : 

Introduction of Resolutions and Discussion. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 2 O’CLOCK 


Address, “Problem of Brokerage Lines and London 
Lloyds Insurance,” E. K, Beddall, New York city. 

Discussion. ea 

Open Debate, Excess Lines, Overhead Writing; 
Should Agents Favor Legislation Limiting Companies 
to the Writing of Net Lines? ‘ 

Open Debate, Promiscuous Appointment of Local 
Agents; Opening remarks by Thos, Baker, a" Fargo, 
N. D., president North Dakota Association L, F. I. A. 

Introduction of Resolutions and Discuséion, 


THURSDAY MORNING, 10 O’CLOCK 
Address, “Rate Discrimination, Its Causes and Con- 
sequences,” Henry E. Sampson, Des Moines, special 
counsel, Department of Justice, State of Iowa. 

Discussion, 

Reports of the Committee on Resolutions. 

Discussion. 

Open Debate. “Is It Desirable to Amend the Con- 
stitution of the National Association to Include the 
Casualty and Surety Branches?” 

Report of the Committee on Nominations. 

Invitations for the next annual meeting, 

Closing Business. 

Adjournment, 





Coal Dealers Fire of Louisville 


The Coal Dealers Fire Insurance Company of 
Louisville has been incorporated, with a capital 
stock of $100,000. The company proposes to in- 
sure the property of people in the coal business. 
The incorporators were: Eric Martin, Louis A. 
Powell, G. T. Rider, F. B. Moses, Dan J. Leahy, 
J. C. Bennett, J. O. Raplee, K. U. McQuire, Karl 
Jungbluth, Jr., Charles L. Crush, Julius E. Bie- 
rach, E. C. Newbold and John B. Baskin. 


—The Indiana Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents has elected John Bruns of New Albany as pres- 
ident and E, J. Blue of Muncie as secretary and treas- 
urer, 
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FIRE PREVENTION 





Important Meetings at Philadelphia to 
Occupy Eight Days 


NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION 
CONVENTION 


Fire Marshals and N. F. P. A. Committee on 
Public Information also to Meet 


Beginning with to-morrow and continuing un- 
til the end of next week, Philadelphia will be 
the Mecca of all who are interested in the broad 
subject of fire prevention. - 


FIRE MARSHALS’ ANNUAL SESSIONS 


On Friday and Saturday of this week, the 
State Fire Marshals Association of North 
America will hold its annual meeting in Phila- 
delphia. Ole O. Roe, Fire Marshal of Iowa, 
will present a paper on ‘Fire Prevention Edu- 
cation.’”’ Other subjects which will be consid- 
ered are: ‘‘The Pernicious Effect of Over-In- 
surance, and How to Apply a Remedy”; ‘‘Co- 
operation with Fire Prevention Associations”; 
“Inspections by Fire Departments’; ‘“‘Indepen- 
dent or Combined Departments’; ‘‘Condemning 
and Removing Hazardous Buildings,” and ‘‘The 
Need for an International League.” Fire 
Marshal Thomas Ahearn of New York will be 
chairman of the committee on resolutions. 


NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION CONVEN- 


TION 


During the week beginning on Monday, Octo- 
ber 13, there will be held the first National Fire 
Prevention Convention, which has been called 
on the initiative of the Fire Prevention Com- 
mission of the Department of Public Safety of 
the City of Philadelphia. This commission con- 
sists of Powell Evans, chairman; Walter F. Bal- 
linger, Charles A. Hexamer, D. Knickerbacker 
Boyd, H. W. Forster, William C. Haddock, R. 
H. Newbern, Robert S. Perry and Jesse D. 
Burks. 

The committee on resolutions comprises the 
following notable men: Powell Evans, chair- 
man fire prevention committee, Chamber of 
Commerce of the U. S. A.; Dr. S. W. Stratton, 
director Bureau of Standards, Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C.; H. M. Wilson, 
engineer Experiment Station, Bureau of Mines, 
Department of Interior, Pittsburg, Pa.; A. Lind- 
back, Fire Commissioner of Manitoba, presi- 
dent Fire Marshals Association of North 
America; Col. Lewis T. Bryant, Commissioner 
of Labor, State of New Jersey, Trenton, N. J.; 
Charles H. Cole, Fire Commissioner City of 
Boston; William Guerin, chief of Fire Preven- 
tion Bureau, city of New York; Lawrence Veil- 
ler, of the Charity Organization Society, New 
York city; Henry Bruere, director Bureau of 
Municipal Research, New York city; Charles E. 
Meek, first vice-president National Associa- 
tion of Credit Men, New York city; Robert D. 
Kohn, of American Institute of Architects, and 
president of National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion and of committee on safety, New York 
city; John R. Freeman, of Factory Mutual Fire 
Insurance companies, Providence, R. I.; W. E. 
Mallalieu, general manager National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, New York city; C. M. God- 
dard, secretary New England Insurance Ex- 
change, Boston; Oscar B. Ryon, general coun- 
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Thursday 


sel National Board of Fire Underwriters, Chi- 
cago; R. H. Newbern, superintendent of insur- 
ance, Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Phila- 
delphia, and Hon. C. A. Lantz, president Penn- 
sylvania Association of Mutual Fire Insurance 
Companies, Lebanon, Pa. 

A skeleton programme of the week’s sessions 
is as follows: 


Monpay, Octoser 13 


9.00 A. M.—(At Mayor’s office) Meeting of dele- 
gates, 

10.00 A. a Seveing of Convention by Director of 
Public Safety George D, Porter. 
10.80 A -—Welcome by Mayor Blankenburg. 


. 11.00 A. M.—Address of Permanent Chairman 
Evans, 
2.00 P. M.—(At Bellevue-Stratford Hotel) Papers 


on “Location” (Exposure Hazard) as follows: 

“Legal Phase,’ by Wm. S. McDowell, lawyer and 
secretary, Commission for Revision of Buildings Laws, 
Pittsburg. 

“Physical Phase,” by W, C, Robinson, engineer Un- 
derwriters Laboratories, Chicago, and Walter F. Bal- 
linger, engineer and architect, Philadelphia. 

4.00 P. M.—Papers on ‘Zones of Danger,” by 
Charles H. Cole, Fire Commissioner, Boston, and Ed- 
win Clark, chief, Bureau of Building Inspection, Phila- 
delphia, 

TueEspay, OcToBer 14 

9.00 A. M.—Papers on “Building Construction,” as 
follows: 

“Life Hazard,” by H. F. J. Porter, engineer and 
secretary Efficiency Society ew York City; H. W. 
Forster, chief engineer Independence Inspection Bu- 
reau and agent Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., Phila- 
delphia, and John Price Jackson, Commissioner of 
Labor and Industry of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg. 

“Property Hazard,” by Rudolph P. Miller, super- 
intendent of Manhattan (New ork), and Francis 
M. Carroll of Fire Prevention Committee, Chamber 
of Commerce of the U. S. of A., Boston. 

11,00 A, M.—Papers on “Building Codes,” by D. 
Knickerbacker Boyd, chairman Publicity Committee, 
American Institute of Architects, Philadelphia; W. L. 
Place, architect, Philadelphia; Robert D, Kohn, archi- 
tect and president, National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, New York City, and Frank M. Drake, lawyer 
and vice-president N, F, P. A., Louisville, Ky. 

P, M.—Papers on ‘Protection (Private),” by 
H. O. Lacount, engineer, Inspection Department, As- 
sociated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Companies, 
Boston; F. vf T. Stewart, superintendent of surveys, 
New York Board of Fire Underwriters, New York 
City, and R H. Newbern, superintendent of insurance, 
Pennsylvania R. R, Co., Philadelphia. 

4.00 P. M.—Papers on “Protection (Public),’” by 
jane Reed, Jr., assistant director, Department of 
ublic Works, Philadelphia; F, A,’ Raymond, engi- 
neer, National Board of Fire Underwriters, New York 
City; Clayton W. Pike, chief of Electrical Bureau, 
Philadelphia; f: S. Mallory, fire marshal, Philadelphia, 
and Edward I’, Croker, ex-chief New York Fire De- 
partment, New York City, 


Wepnespay, October 15 

9.00 A, M.—Papers on “Equipment,” by Edward R. 
Hardy, assistant manager, New York Fire Insurance 
Exchange, New York City, and R. H. Morris, secre- 
tary, Philadelphia Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company, Philadelphia. : 

11.00 . M.—Papers on Bn ange 4 Physical 
Standards,” by H. M. Wilson, engineer, Experiment 
Station, Bureau of Mines, Department of Interior of 
United States, Pittsburg; Powell Evans, engineer and 
chairman, Fire Prevention Commission, Philadelphia; 
S. W. Stratton, director Bureau of Standards, 
artment of Commerce of United States, Washington, 

. C., and H. A. Fiske, insurance engineer, New 
York City. ‘ 
Tuurspay, Octoser 16 

9.00 A, M.—Papers on “Occupancy,” by Lawrence 
Veiller of Charity Association Society, New York City; 
G. Albert Gosser. inspector, Bureau of Combustibles 
and Fire Risks, Fire Department, Newark, N, J.; Ed- 
win Clark, chief, Bureau of Building Inspection, City 
of Philadelphia, and C, A, Hexamer, secretary, Phila- 
delphia Fire Underwriters Association, Philadelphia. 

11.00 A, M.—Papers on “Annual Occupancy Li- 
cense,” by Powell Evans, Philadelphia, and William 
Guerin, acting chief, Bureau of Fire Prevention, New 
York City. 

2.00 P. M.—Addresses by Hon, William C. Redfield, 
secretary, Department of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington; A. Lindback, president of State 
Fire Marshals Association of North America, and Fire 
Commissioner for Manitoba, Canada; John R. Free- 
man, engineer, the Associated Factory Mutual Fire 
Insurance Companies, Providence. 


Fripay, Octoser 17 

9.00 A, M.—Papers on “Management,” by Lewis T. 
Bryant, commissioner, Department of Labor, Trenton, 
N. J.; William _H. Loller, ex-president, International 
Association of Fire Engineers, and R. H. Morris, mu- 
tual insurance engineer, Philadelphia. 

11.00 A. M.—Papers on “Legislation,” by Powell 
Evans, Philadelphia, and H,. L. Ekern, Commissioner 
of Insurance of Wisconsin, Madison. : 

0 P, M.—Papers on “Education,” by Franklin H. 
Wentworth, secretary, N. F. P, A., Boston; Es H. 
Defenbaugh, Ohio State fire marshal, Columbus, Ohio, 
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October 9, 1913 


and W. L, Steele, chairman, committee on publicity 
and education, Chicago. 


Saturpay, Octoper 18 


9.00 A. M.—Papers on “Insurance,” by Francis 
Rawle, ex-president, American Bar Association, Phila- 
delphia; J. R. Young, Insurance Commissioner of 


North Carolina, Raleigh; Joseph Baldwin, fire mar- 
shal, State of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, and William 
Guerin, acting chief, Fire Prevention Bureau, New 
York City. . ‘5 

11.00 A. M.—The question of ‘‘Organization,” to 
be considered under a proposal of management of the 
National Fire Protection Association, in connection 
with its Committee on Publicity. 

ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM 
Monpay, Ocroser 13 

12.00 M.—Exhibit of Philadelphia Fire Department 

and High-pressure Mains, on North City Hall Plaza. 


Wepnespay, Octoper 15 
1.45 P. M.—Lunch by City of Philadelphia, Bel- 
mont Plateau, followed by police drill. 


Fripay, Octoper 17 

5.00 P, M.—Option of Delaware River boat trip; 
fire drill, Victor Talking Machine Company, Camden, 
N. J.; Fire Protection Exhibition, Merchant & Evans 
Co., Philadelphia. 

Saturpay, Octoser 18 

12.45 P. M.—State Fencibles Armory, review of 
Police Parade, followed later by Police Carnival, Phila- 
delphia Ball Park, Broad and Huntingdon streets. 

The list of acceptances compiled up to Sep- 
tember 1, last, embraces the names of many 
men prominent in public life and in business 
circles. The Department of Commerce of the 
United States, the Department of the Interior 
of the United States, the American Institute of 
Architects, the American Institute of Electri- 
cal Engineers, the National Association of 
Credit Men, the National Hardware Association 
of the United States, the National Association 
of Manufacturers, the World’s Insurance Con- 
gress of the Panama-Pacific Exposition, the 
National Fire Protection Association and the 
International Association of Municipal Elec- 
tricians, the Governors of many of the States, 
all members of the State Fire Marshals Asso- 
ciation of North America, a number of State 
insurance officials, many mayors and fire and 
water officials of municipalities, bureaus of 
municipal research, etc., numerous important 
labor organizations, a considerable number of 
Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade, 
many fire insurance associations and represen- 
tatives of a number of important railroad sys- 
tems are among those who will be present or 
represented at the National Fire Prevention 
Convention, 


N. F. P. A. COMMITTEES TO MEET 

On Thursday, October 16, the committee on 
public information, recently appointed by the 
National Fire Protection Association, will hold 
its first meeting in the rooms of the Philadel- 
phia Fire Underwriters Association. This com- 
mittee was appointed to endeavor to bring about 
action looking to the improvement of fire 
prevention and protection through the mediums 
of public education and legislation. This com- 
mittee will work in harmony with the National 
Fire Prevention Convention. 

The executive committee of the National Fire 
Protection Association will meet in Phila- 
delphia on Friday evening, October 17, and will 
be entertained at dinner at the Art Club by 
Louis Wiederhold, Jr. 


United States Insurance Company, Memphis 

The United States Insurance Company of 
Memphis, Tenn., has made application for a 
charter to handle a general insurance business. 
It will have a capital of $200,000. The incor- 
porators are: James Alexander, James Mar- 
Shall, J. O. Flautt, H. J. Lennox and John 
Brown. 


THE SPECTATOR 
NORTHWEST MEETING 


Annual Gathering of Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest at 
Chicago 





PRESIDENT’S NOTABLE ADDRESS 





Two-Day Session Opens on Wednesday at Hotel 
La Salle with Large Attendance 


The annual meeting of the Fire Under- 
writers Association of the Northwest began a 
two-day session at the Hotel La Salle at Chi- 
cago yesterday, with a large attendance. The 
programme as arranged promised to be one of 
the most interesting in years, and a large 
amount of important business was transacted on 
the opening day. The annual address of Presi- 
dent W. R. Townley showed that the past year 
had been an important one, but called the atten- 
tion of the members to the vastly more im- 
portant matters of the future. Another fea- 
ture of the meeting is the address of Dr. Gun- 
saulus, of the Armour Institute of Technology. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


In his annual address, President W. R. Town- 
ley of the association pointed out the necessity 
of educating the public along fire insurance and 
fire prevention lines, saying: ‘‘We are striving 
against fearful odds, even though we may have 
but one enemy, and that the giant Prejudice.”’ 
He urged that the public be taken into the con- 
fidence of the underwriters, and said that they 
had so far failed to make much impression even 
upon some of the most intelligent. The speaker 
referred to the late Missouri situation and said 
that the educational effect growing out of it 
would be hard to estimate. Continuing, further, 
he said: 


We have been encouraged so much by what the 
library is accomplishing that your president has had 
the temerity to submit to this meeting a plan for creat- 
ing and maintaining scholarships in the Fire Protec- 
tion Engineering Course at Armour Institute of Tech- 
nology, and to that end each member has been fur- 
nished with a circular descriptive of this purpose. 
* * * Tn addition thereto we have laid on the chairs, 
along with the programs, printed sheets containing a 
draft of the tentative plan showing what will be the 
requirements in’ order to participate in the promised 
benefits. This can be altered to meet any new re- 
quirements that may develop as the plan becomes ef- 
ective. The two points which it seems to me must 
appeal to you as fundamental are these: Can we afford 
it and is it worth while? As to the first: The secre- 
tary’s report shows a membership of which any indus- 
try might justly feel proud, while the treasurer’s report 
for the year shows we have a surplus of approximately 
$6500, with the promise of annual accretions which, 
in my judgment, amply justify the undertaking. Now 
for the second: In this whole scheme of education it 


seems to me if we are to do effective work we must ~ 


employ the best talent obtainable in meeting every 
exigency. It will be a long time before we shall see 
any appreciable effect upon the public as reflected in 
the enactment of more reasonable laws, consequently 
the good we can do must. be of a practical nature 
through improved construction, the adoption of build- 
ing codes, the introduction of waterworks, the prac- 
tical use of safety devices and appliances, and all those 
serious questions the solution of which requires minds 
trained along technical lines. What can be more 
effective than the creation of an atmosphere for this 
class of engineers by publishing every year, in a 
manner that will reach the parents of the school chil- 
dren throughout the Western States, what we contem- 
plate in these scholarships, viz.: The opportunity for 
their sons to be trained in a calling that will enable 
them to grapple with the engineering questions with 
which our business is so pregnant. 


Reliance to Withdraw from Southwest 


The Hartford Fire of Hartford has reinsured 
the Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma and 
Mississippi business of the Reliance Insurance 
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Company of Philadelphia. The Reliance found 
that business in those sections of the country 
was unprofitable, and will withdraw early in 
December. The company will make no change 
in its policy in other sections of the country. 


Firemens of Washington 
The Pennsylvania and New Jersey business of 
the Firemens of Washington, D. C., has been 
reinsured in the Home Insurance Company of 
New York. The Firemens will write no further 
business in those States. 


Southern States Fire Reinsures 
The business of the Southern States Fire of 
Birmingham, Ala., has been reinsured in the 
Great Southern Fire of Anchorage, Ky. The 
latter company will continue the agency plant 
of the Southern States Fire. 


Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees 


The Spectator Company, New York, has just 
issued the thirteenth annual edition of Fire In- 
surance Laws, Taxes and Fees. This work, 
which is published annually after the adjourn- 
ment of the various State and territorial legis- 
latures, has been carefully revised to date. Con- 
siderable new information has been incorpo- 
rated in it, and the matter relating to each State 
and Territory has been submitted to the respec- 
tive insurance officials thereof for approval and 
correction. This useful publication embraces in 
quickly available form a synopsis of and quo- 
tations from the statutes concerning some 
thirty-five general topics, the matter relating to 
each State being brought together and the sub- 
jects alphabetically arranged. 

The subjects covered include agents defined; 
agents’ licenses; annual statements; anti-coin- 
surance; anti-compact; anti-discrimination; at- 
torney; cancellation of policy; capital required; 
commissions required to be paid to residents; 
county taxes and fees; deposits required of 
foreign companies; deposits required of other 
State companies; domestic companies; examina- 
tions; fees; fire department tax; fire marshal; 
foreign companies’ home office statements; 
investments prescribed; licensed brokers; limit 
on a single risk; Lloyds; municipal taxes and 
fees; mutual companies; preliminary documents; 
publication; rate schedules to be filed; reci- 
procal law; reinsurance in unauthorized com- 
panies prohibited; reinsurance reserve; resi- 
dent agents; semi-annual statements; standard 
policy; taxes; tax statements and valued policy. 
The book contains 489 pages, is handsomely 
bound in law sheep and sells at $5 per copy, 
postpaid. It will be found of practical use alike 
to fire insurance officials, general agents and 
field men.—Journal of Commerce and Commer- 
cial Bulletin, New York. 


Sessions of State Legislatures in 1914 


Session Time 

State. Begins. Limit. 
GeOehe fen acicasinndawesieeeve ie 24 50 days 
LAGU, Ses da nid ph ein were May 60 days 
ee rr January 90 days 
Massachusetts ..........+0- January1 None 
PERU Soe sc dactcbcwns January 2 None 
NOW JONOM oss cecedvedsewnce Tanuary 13 None 
NeW: MAMIE. Sksick vcedices ee January1 None 
io See ee January 12 60 days 
OO eee er Pee January 6 60 days 
South Carolin.a...........- January8 None 
Oo. _ re ror October 2 None 
VIGQUEEES cies cbxd 0e0seersie January 60 days 


—The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Delaware 
Insurance Directory for 1913 has been published by 
J. H. C. Whiting. It contains 500 pages of data 
embracing lists of companies; lists of agents and com- 
panies represented in the various cities and towns of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware; fire department informa- 
tion; populations of towns; underwriters’ organiza- 
tions and committees, etc. It is a very compact and 
handy publication. 
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FIRE PREVENTION DAY 


Governors of Twenty States Issue Pro- 
clamations Setting Aside Oct. 9 


ANNIVERSARY OF GREAT CHICAGO FIRE 


Fitting Ceremonies Being Carried Out in Various 
States—Growing Tendency for General 
Observance of the Day 


The forty-second anniversary of the great 
Chicago fire, which occurred October 9, 1871, has 
been brought forcibly to the attention of the 
citizens of twenty States of this country 
through the Governors who have issued procla- 
mations designating this as Fire Prevention 
Day, and in each of these States fitting cere- 
monies are being carried out and a general 
clean-up is taking place. There has been a 
growing tendency for the observance of Octo- 
ber 9 as Fire Prevention Day during the past 
three years, mainly through the efforts of the 
various fire prevention . associations and fire 
underwriters’ organizations which have carried 
on a publicity campaign throughout the entire 
country for the observance of such a day, with 
a view of reducing the fire risks in the United 
States. 

The Insurance Departments of all the States 
have been communicated with by THE SPECTA- 
TOR relative to Fire Prevention Day, and the 
answers received from those where it will not 
be observed indicate that the majority are 
showing an interest in the movement, and while 
some announce that there probably will be a 
celebration in 1914, it appears to be only a ques- 
tion of time before a day will be set aside an- 
nually throughout the entire country. The day 
is being celebrated mostly in the West and some 
sections of the South. In several States no 
proclamation was issued, but the mayors of a 
number of cities have taken steps for cere- 
monies to be held. Among these States are 
California and Tennessee. In Nebraska the day 
will be observed to-morrow, as there is a law 
in that State setting aside October 10 as Fire 
Prevention Day. This brings the list of States 
to twenty-one. The following is a list of the 
States where the day will be observed, including 
those where no plans have been made, as an- 
nounced by the various Insurance Departments 
to THE SPECTATOR: 


DATE OF FIRE PREVENTION DAY. 








Date Date 

STATE. Named. STATE. Named. 
Alabama....... Oct. 9 Nebraska...... Oct. 10 
Arizona........ No return Nevada........ None 
Arkansas...... None New Hampshire None 
California...... None New Jersey.... one 
Colorado...... Oct. 9 New Mexico... None 
Connecticut... . None New York..... Oct. 9 
Delaware...... None North Carolina. Oct. 9 
Dis. of Columbia None North Dakota.. Oct. 9 
Be one COED ai scvv acne Oct. 9 
Georgia....... None Oklahoma...... Oct. 9 
Sere Oct. 9 Oregon........ No return 
OEE. 56s vie oo Oct. 9 Pennsylvania... None 
ee ere Oct. 9 Rhode Island... None 
eee Oct. 9 South Carolina. None 
Kansas........ Oct. 9 South Dakota.. Oct. 9 
Kentucky...... Oct. 9 Tennessee...... None 
Louisiana...... Oct. 9 (| Oct. 
OS er ere None Re Oct. 9 
Maryland...... None Vermont....... None 
Massachusetts. . None Virginia....... None 
Minnesota..... Oct. 9 Washington.... None 
Michigan...... Oct. 9 West Virginia. . None 
Mississippi... .. None Wisconsin..... None 
Missouri....... Oct. 9 Wyoming...... None 
Montana...... Oct. 9 
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British Fire Prevention Publications 


The British Fire Prevention Committee of 
London has, during the last few years, been 
publishing a series of pamphlets for the purpose 
of directing public attention to the protection 
of life and property from fire, and in order to 
give accurate information as to various ma- 
terials and systems utilized in building con- 
struction or in fire prevention or extinguish- 
ment. The great conflagrations which have oc- 
curred within the last decade, as well as the 
heavy annual fire loss, have aroused a public in- 
terest in the subject of fire prevention and pro- 
tection, so that authoritative treatises and de- 
scriptions of tests of various materials, etc., are 
in growing demand. The publications of the 
British Fire Prevention Committee, which now 
number in the neighborhood of 200, and are con- 
stantly increasing, are valuable contributions to 
this class of literature. A few of the more im- 
portant publications, including those of general 
application, are listed below, and complete lists 
of such publications may be had upon applica- 
tion. All or most of the publications are fully 
illustrated. 


1.—What is Fire Protection? 
O. Sachs. 

2.—American Opinions on Fire Prevention. Ab- 
stracts from papers. By Edward Atkinson and others, 

3.—The Paris Bazaar Fire, By Edwin O. Sachs, 

4.,—Theatre Exits. By Alfred Darbyshire, F. S. A., 
Ir, R. 1. B. A., Manchester. 

5.—New York Fire Department. 
late chief officer, New York, 

6.—Cotton Fires and Cotton Bales, 
ter, CE. 

7.—Fire Resisting Floors Used in London, By 
Irederick Farrow. 

8.—Vire Service in Factories, Works, 
Harold Sumner (reissue). 

9.—Lessons from Fire and Panic. 
Blashill. F, R. I, B. A., F. S, I. 

10.—How to Build “Fireproof.” By Francis C. 
Moore, formerly president Continental Insurance Com- 
pany, New York. 

11.—Fire Tests with Unprotected Columns. A re- 
= by the committee on “‘fire-proofing” test, New 
ork. 

12.—The Effect of Fire. A report of the Horne 
building fire, Pittsburg, U. S. A., with fourteen plates 
and illustrations. By Gustave Kaufman, M. A. M., 
Soc. C., E.; Emil Swensson, M. A. M., Soc. C, E., and 
I, L, Garlinghouse, C. E. 

15.—-Conflagrations during the Last Ten Years A 
paper, with twenty-three maps. By the late Charles EF, 
Goad, M. A. M., Soc. C. FE. 

Building under Test of Fire. By 


A Study, By Edwin 


By Hugh Bonner, 
sy R. H. Scot- 


Ete. By 
By Thomas 


17.—The ‘Tall 
If. De B, Parsons. 

41.—The Safety of Theater Audiences and the 
Siege, Teraanse: against Danger from Fire and Panic. 
By Wm. Paul Gerhard, New York, U. S. A. 
_75,—International Fire Prevention Congress, 1903. 
Convened by the Executive of the British Fire Pre- 
vention Committee (Summary and Resolutions). 

81.—The Fire at the Iroquois Theater, Chicago, De- 
cember 30, 1903. A paper by Edwin O. Sachs, F. R. S. 
Ed., with the New Theater Regulations at Chicago. 

85.—Fire Protection on Board Ship. By Edwin O. 
Sachs, A. Inst. M. E., A. Inst, N. A, 

132.—A Report on the Parker Building Fire, New 
York, U. S. By W. C. Robinson. 

_ 154.—Brussels Exhibition Fire, with Some Sugges- 
tions as to Safeguards at Future Exhibitions, Set Out 
in the Form of Model Regulations. By Edwin O. 
Sachs, F. R. S. Ed. 

_155.—Asch Building Fire, New York. A report by 
F, J. T. Stewart, superintendent Bureau of Surveys, 
New York Board of Fire Underwriters. With illus- 
trations. 

156.—New York Fire Department. A paper by the 
Hon, R. Waldo, late Fire Commissioner, New York. 
With iljustrations, 

175.—The Equitable Building Fire, New York. <A 
report by F. J. Stewart, superintendent Bureau of Sur- 
veys, New York Board of Fire Underwriters, with il- 
lustrations. 

179,—Celluloid Dangers, with Some Suggestions. 
_ 181,—Fire Tests with Partitions Recently Conducted 
in the United States. 


I.—A_Record of the Baltimore Conflagration. 

II.—The Record of the Special Commission Formed 
by the British Fire Prevention Committee to Visit the 
Principal Cities of Central Europe, 1904. 

III.—The Official Fire Test of the British Fire Pre- 
vention Committee as Conducted-at the Committee’s 
Testing Station, 

IV.—The Record of the Special Commission Formed 
by the British Fire Prevention Committee to Visit 
the Principal Cities of Italy, 1906. 

V.—The Record of the Special Commission Formed 
by the British Fire Prevention Committee to Visit Ber- 
lin, Hamburg and Henover, 1909. 
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VI.—The Fire Resistance of Floors, being Tabulated 
Results of Twenty-eight Fire Tests Conducted by the 


Committee. By Messrs. Edwin O, Sachs, F. R. S 
Ed., and Ellis Marsland (district cing xo 

VII.—The Fire Resistance of Doors, being Tabulated 
Results of Fifty-eight Fire Tests Conducted by the 
Committee. By Messrs, Edwin O. Sachs, F. R. S. Ed., 
and Ellis Marsland (district surveyor). 

VIII.—The Record of the Special Commission 
Formed by the British Fire Prevention Committee to 
Visit Paris, 1911, 


B.—Official Report of the First International Fire 
Prevention Congress, Convened by the Executive of 
the British Fire Prevention Committee (founded 1897, 
incorporated 1899), held in London, July 6 to 9, 1903. 
With an introduction by Edwin O. Sachs, architect, 
chairman British Fire Prevention Committee. 

C.—A_ Record of the International Fire Exhibition. 
Earl’s Court, London, 1903, organized under the 
auspices of the British Fire Prevention Committee and 
under the management of the London Exhibitions, 
Ltd., comprising particulars and illustrations of the 
principal Historical Exhibits and the leading Mechanii- 
cal and Constructional Exhibits, together with a re- 
port of some of the Exhibition Events, by Edwin 0, 
Sachs, architect, chairman of the British Fire Pre- 
vention Committee. Illustrations on 100 plates, 

D.—Fires and Fire Prevention. A_ selection of 
papers and reports. 

«.—Fires and Fire Tests. 
reports. Bound in three volumes, A. B. C. 

I’.—Fables for Children in Respect of the Danger 
of Playing with Vire; being four of the fables ac- 
corded awards in the Committee’s Fable Competition 
of 1905. 

H.—The Relative Fire Resistance of Ten Different 
Wood Doors, Tested zy the British Fire Prevention 
Committee, 


The Spectator Company is agent for the sale 
of these works in the United States and will re- 
ceive and execute orders for the same with the 
utmost promptness. The works in preparation, 
but not yet issued, will be forwarded to per- 
sons ordering as soon as received from the 
British Fire Prevention Committee. Those al- 
ready printed are highly commended by the 
daily and technical journals of England. Un- 
derwriters will do well to add to their libraries 
by placing an order for the entire list with The 
Spectator Con.pany, 135 William Street, New 
York. 


A selection of papers and 
B. C 


Fire Notes 


—Tileston & Co., Inc., of New York, fire insurance 
agents, with offices at 84 William street, have assigned 
to George T, Hudson. 


—Caesar Thomas, special agent in Tennessee for the 
National Union Fire of Pittsburg, has resigned to 
take a similar position with the Insurance Company 
of North America of Philadelphia. 


—The announcement has been made that Dixwell 
Hewitt, junior partner of Palasche & Hewitt, has been 
appointed Pacific Coast general agent for the Hart- 
ford Fire, Hartford, succeeding that firm. 


—W. E. Chapin, Southern general agent for the 
Fire Association of Philadelphia, has been operated 
on for gallstones at the German Hospital in that city. 
He has been seriously ill for nearly two weeks. 


—Harry B. Doten has been appointed special agent 
in Northern Illinois and Wisconsin for the Insurance — 
Company of the State of Pennsylvania of Philadelphia, 
to succeed G, A. Rydquiet, special agent for North- 
ern Illinois, who has been made State agent in Min- 
nesota. He also succeeds George B. Gray, formerly 
State agent for Wisconsin. Mr. Doten was formerly 
with the Girard of Philadelphia. 


—Numerous inter-insurers and Lloyds underwriters 
have entered Wisconsin as a result of the passage of 
a recent law providing for the admission of such 
associations. The following have been licensed re- 
cently: Underwriters at American Lloyds, New York; 
Individual Underwriters, New York; Reciprocal Un- 
derwriters, New York; Underwriters at Great Western 
Lloyds, New York; National Underwriters of Amer- 
ica, New York; New York and Boston Lloyds; Union 
Underwriters of New York. The Department also 
licensed the Standard Mvtual Fire of Philadelphia 
and the Philadelphia Manufacturers Mutual Fire, both 
members of the junior conference of the New Eng- 
land factory mutuals The Department is preparing 
a full report upon ali inter-insurers which have been 
examined and licensed, 
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LIFE INSURANCE 


The World’s Insurance Congress 


After spending a number of days in New York, 
following his visit to the annual meeting of the 
National Association of Life Underwriters at 
Atlantic City, W. L. Hathaway, commissioner 
for the World’s Insurance Congress, left for San 
Francisco on Sunday last. During his stay in 
the East he had conferences with many prom- 
inent company officials, as well as with the 
heads of several National organizations, all of 
whom expressed the deepest interest in the pro- 
ject and assured him of their hearty support. 
So far as it is possible for them to do so two 
years in advance, most of the National organi- 
zations have pledged themselves to hold their 
1915 meetings in San Francisco. Individual com- 
pany organizations will also be present at 
various times during the progress of the fair, 
and already twenty-nine life insurance com- 
panies have arranged to hold their agency 
meetings there. 

It is planned to hold the congress from Octo- 
ber 1 to 15, with the several National bodies 
gathering between those dates, but the congress 
will be in continuous session, thereby giving 
the various bodies opportunity to attend the 
sessions of special interest to them. No other 
trade or profession will meet during those two 
weeks, so that nothing but insurance will be 
in the air. Promises already in hand insure the 
attendance of one hundred thousand insurance 
men and women during the progress of the con- 
gress, 

The National Council, which is to govern and 
direct the affairs of the congress, is now nearly 
complete and will get together probably next 
April for organization. Mr. Hathaway will then 
report on the progress made and leave it to the 
council to shape the programme. A large per- 
manent auditorium is being erected in San 
Francisco, where the congress will hold its ses- 
sions and where ample accommodation will 
also be provided for the meetings of the Na- 
tional bodies. 








H. G. Austin Resigns from Old Colony 


At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
Old Colony Life of Chicago H. G. Austin re- 
signed as president and general manager of the 
company, and William A. Vawter, of the Baker- 
Vawter Company, manufacturers of office sys- 
tems, was elected president. The by-laws were 
amended creating the office of chairman of the 
board of directors and separating the office of 
president and general manager. J. Henry 
Krause, a banker, was elected a director and 
chairman of the board. Vice-President Schiele 
and Secretary Joseph McGauley will have 
charge of the company’s affairs until a general 
Manager is elected. The stock held by Mr. 
Austin was purchased by Mr. Krause. The 
board passed a resolution highly complimenting 
Mr. Austin on his knowledge of the insurance 
business and his faithful service by the Old 
Colony. 


Important Georgia Legislation 
One of the most important acts of the legis- 
lature of 1913 was the passage of Senate bill No. 
24, introduced by Senator Bush.. The purpose 
of this bill is to better the status of industrial, 
health, accident, and life insurance in Georgia. 
It is intended to put this business upon a sound 
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basis and to increase the powers of the Insur- 
ance Commissioner over that business. It 
makes it unlawful for any person to misrepre- 
sent the solvency of an industrial company for 
the purpose of selling a policy therein. This 
law makes it a misdemeanor, punishable by 
fine and imprisonment, for any physician or 
other person to make a misrepresentation or 
false statement of any material fact or thing in 
any claim or certificate, as to the death, dis- 
ability, or health condition of a policyholder, 
for the purpose of defrauding any company or 
association. The bill gives the Insurance Com- 
missioner the power to issue subpenas to 
agents or other persons to appear before hear- 
ings had by him; in proceedings to revoke the 
license of irresponsible agents. It makes it a 
misdemeanor, punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment, for any person to act as agent for such 
company without having procured license there- 
for. 


The Income Tax and Life Companies 

By comparing the income tax section of the 
tariff bill, signed by President Wilson last week, 
with the original bill, submitted to Congress 
last April, it is estimated that a saving of 
nearly $3,000,000 a year to life insurance policy- 
holders through company transactions is made. 
This does not include the amount saved policy- 
holders and their beneficiaries in connection 
with paying taxes on their personal estates. 

The original draft of the bill contained much 
ambiguous language, which might have resulted, 
among other things, in taxing the companies on 
the annual additions to reserves and policy- 
holders on the proceeds of life insurance poli- 
cies as income. Through the efforts of life in- 
surance men these sections were clarified, and, 
as noted in these columns last week, at the 
eleventh hour, all dividends on participating 
policies were exempted. The companies will 
still be taxed on their net income, but not to so 
great an extent as under the Corporation Tax 
Law now superseded. 


FEtna Agents Meet at Peoria, Ill. 

The agents of the Ana Life of Hartford, in 
the territory of Kempshall & Keene, managers 
of the Western General Agency at Peoria, IIl., 
met on Tuesday of last week at that city. It 
was known as an agents’ educational meeting, 
and more than forty of the principal producers, 
including general field agents and district 
agents from Illinois and the southern half of 
Indiana were present. Among the speakers at 
the business session were: H. S. Gilbert, J. H. 
Stoddard, P. W. Simpson, George Hawkins, W. 


H. Hoagland, J. B. Flanagan, A. J. Bond and 


R. A. Roseberry. An elaborate banquet was 
given that evening, at which J. E. Keene of 
Kempshall & Keene acted as_ toastmaster. 
Responses were made by R. W. Kempshall of 
the agency firm, Dr. W. E. Dickerman, J. C. 
Geach, M. C. Thornton, J. W. Crane, Frank 
Bushnell (agency secretary) and T. B. Merrill 
(superintendent of agencies). 


Old Dominion Life, Norfolk, Va. 

The sale of stock of the Old Dominion Life 
of Norfolk, Va., which is being organized, with 
a capital of $300,000 and a surplus of $225,000, is 
being actively pushed. C. E. Sprague has pur- 
chased the interest of H. K. Lyon in the fiscal 
agency, which is now known as Boone, Sprague 
& Co. 
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INAUGURAL DINNER 


New Officers of National Life Under- 
writers Association Introduced 


GUESTS OF PITTSBURG ASSOCIATION 


Following Custom of Thirteen Years, Newly 
Elected Officials Gather Around Festive 
Board—Large Attendance 


The inauguration of the newly-elected officers 
of the National Life Underwriters Association, 
chosen at the Atlantic City meeting on Sep- 
tember 18, took place at the Fort Pitt hotel at 
Pittsburg on Monday evening last at a dinner 
given by the Pittsburg Life Underwriters As- 
sociation following a custom of thirteen years’ 
standing. The dinner was served in the Eng- 
lish room of the hotel, and more than 300 guests 
were present. The officers inaugurated were: 
President, E. J. Clark, Baltimore; vice-presi- 
dents, Edward A. Woods, Pittsburg, and J. B. 
Morrisette, Quebec; secretary, Frank D. Buser, 
Philadelphia; treasurer, Harvey S. Dale, Chi- 
cago; chairman of executive committee, Hugh 
M. Willett, Atlanta, Ga. 

Members Executive Council—Henry J. Powell, 
Louisville; Percy V. Baldwin, Boston; Neil D. 
Sills, Richmond, and Charles Jerome Edwards, 
New York. 

In his inaugural address President Clark ad- 
vocated the enactment of laws which-will tend 
to lower taxation of life insurance companies, 
and also the systematic teaching of insurance 
principles in public schools and other educa- 
tional institutions. He said, in part: 


Notwithstanding the far-reaching results which have 


already been accomplished, a broader and more im- 
portant work now confronts us, tamely, education, 
conservation and = anti-taxation—education involving 


a higher and more scientific training of agents and 
systematic instruction in the fundamental principles 
and necessities of life insurance for the benefit of the 
insuring public. ‘The life insurance agent of the fu- 
ture must be educated and trained along the most 
careful and scientific lines, in order to give to_ his 
clients the intelligent and conscientious service which 
their individual needs, according to varying condi- 
tions and circumstances, require. His services should 
be strictly professional in character. Let me, there- 
fore, urge all general agents and managers to exer- 
cise the greatest care in the selection of agents, con- 
tracting only with those whose intellectual and moral 
qualifications indicate their fitness for this high calling. 
Give no place to the man who has been previously 
connected with another agency or company unless he 
comes to you well recommended, with an absolutely 
clean and honorable record. If this practice is 
faithfully adhered to by the members of this great 
organization, it will not be long until the life insurance 
field will be free from the rebater, the twister, and 
those who misrepresent instead of represent the 
noblest institution on earth. In this connection let 
me also urge the elimination of the part-time agent 
in all metropolitan agencies or large centers. The 
necessities of our business in the future, the pro- 
tection of the insuring public against ignorant han- 
dling of their life insurance interests, and the pro- 
tection of those agents who are devoting their lives 
to this intricate profession, along lines of intelligent 
training and conscientious service, demand it. Higher 
education of the agent and improved efficiency 
methods, with the elimination of those agents who 
do_ not show either desire or capacity for attaining to 
these standards of service and efficiency, should be 
the aim of every general agent and manager through- 
out the United States and Canada. * * 

In view of constant increase of taxation against the 
premium income of our life insurance companies by 
the several States and Federal Government, the ques- 
tion of the National Association of Life Under- 
writers using its influence and good offices toward 
bringing about a relief from this intolerable condi- 
tion was formally presented to the convention by 
Vice-President Edward A. Woods, in the form of a 
resolution that life underwriters everywhere be urged 
to acquaint themselves with the inequity and iniquity 
of this governmental burden, and upon all proper oc- 
casions to denounce this wrong taxation policy of 
States and Government, and aid company officials in 
every way in opposing it; that the one hundred thou- 
sand life underwriters in this country assume as their 
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special duty the awakening of public sentiment not 


only against the increase of this burden, but for its 
decrease; that committees by both the National and 
local associations be created to resist, and, if possible, 
secure a decrease of this unjust burden to policy- 
holders. 


VICE-PRESIDENT WOODS’ ADDRESS 


Vice-President Edward A. Woods dwelt at 
length on the subject of taxation and the income 
tax bill, and asked the question ‘‘Do we under- 
stand clearly, and does the public and do legis- 
latures understand, what claim life insurance 
has to be encouraged, not handicapped by taxa- 
tion?’’ Further, he said: 

Why should we stand still and have assessment and 
fraternal insurance companies, merely because the 
members exercise their influence, exempt from taxa- 
tion, while sound life insurance is taxed? Why 
should we permit our commissions and our officers’ 
salaries to be criticised, when here is an annual un- 
welcome burden that officers must pay or go to jail? 
Why should we allow a policyholder to criticise the 
salary of a president, when the annual tax is perhaps 
fifty times as much? Why should we not exercise 
the shrewdness of any salesman of average intelli- 
gence in showing the disgruntled policyholder that 
at least one large item of expense is no fault of ours 
but forced on us by the public and legislatures? 

Nor can this be done in a spurt. It means active 
energetic, aggressive and intelligent educational agita- 
tion day by day, week by week, month by month, 
year by year. It means appealing to every policy- 
holder in our daily canvassing. It means constantly 
informing ourselves, our brother agents and partic- 
ularly new agents of sound reasons why life insurance 
should not be taxed. The mere plea ‘to a legisla- 
ture to “please not tax us” is insufficient, 


Federal Life and Casualty 


The committee of stockholders of the Federal 
Life and Casualty, being organized at Nashville; 
Tenn., selected to outline a future policy for the 
company, has, after considering a number of 
merger and liquidation propositions, decided to 
continue the sale of stock and qualify to do busi- 
ness at an early date. The company’s holdings 
consist of a $65,000 investment in the stock of a 
Nashville land company and approximately $50,- 
000 in unmatured notes. It is hoped that Insur- 
ance Commissioner Taylor will accept as a de- 
posit from the company, when it is prepared to 
qualify, the land stock on a basis of fifty cents 
on the dollar, and if such an arrangement can 
be effected the company will qualify with a cap- 
ital stock of $50,000. 

It is asserted that all differences existing be- 
tween the administration and the dissatisfied 
stockholders have been adjusted, and that the 
company will shortly be prepared to begin busi- 
ness on a satisfactory basis. It is proposed to 
change the name to the Federal Indemnity 
Company and it will be confined to casualty and 
surety lines. 


Prairie Life and Trust, Omaha 


The Prairie Life and Trust of Omaha, Neb., 
which was recently organized, has commenced 
writing business, and so far has received $176,- 
000 in applications. M. M. Heptonstall of 
Omaha is president and Van B. Lady vice-presi- 
dent. T. W. Blackburn, secretary of the Ameri- 
can Life Convention, is general counsel. Others 
of prominence interested in the company are 
Dr. W. R. McGrew, Stuart, Ia.; J. L. Tennant 
of Des Moines; J. C. Milliman of Logan, Ia.; 
Dr. M. W. Thornburg of Redfield, Ia., and L. W. 
Spitzbarth of Omaha and M. J. Flynn of Spauld- 
ing, Neb. 





Vest Pocket Life Agents Brief 


“TI consider The Vest Pocket Life Agents Brief one 
of the handiest publications I have ever seen.”’—. 
M. Stiver, Resident Agent, Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company, Richmond, Ky. 
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Attack Made on Company Through 
Anonymous Circular 





NUMEROUS CHARGES ARE MADE 
AGAINST MANAGEMENT 





Forceful Reply by President Bettinger Places 
Origin of Circular on Former President and 
General Agent—Charges Explained 


A few weeks ago it was announced that 
Robert B. Palmer had resigned as president of 
the Ohio National Life of Cincinnati and had 
been succeeded by Alfred Bettinger. It now ap- 
pears that Mr. Palmer was removed from the 
presidency by action of the board of directors. 
His removal has been followed by an attack on 
the company through the medium of an anony- 
mous circular purporting to be issued by the 
stockholders’ protective committee. Several 
charges are made against the company in this 
circular, among them being the reduction in 
surplus of $276,551 since its organization; the 
deposit of a large sum in a bank now insolvent; 
the withdrawal of funds earning six per cent 
and their deposit in other banks at but three 
per cent; that no complete statement of re- 
ceipts or disbursements has been made to the 
stockholders, nor are they able to determine 
either the earnings or losses of the company; 
that Mr. Palmer was dismissed ‘‘for no other ex- 
pressed reason than that he was loyal to one 
of the company’s agents rather than to the com- 
pany’’; that the vice-president and manager of 
agencies and the treasurer are incompetent, and 
that the members of the finance committee are 
paid $25 per day and expenses for their services. 

The company, through President Bettinger, 
has issued a circular letter in rebuttal of these 
charges. It states that the attack is the product 
of Josiah Kirby of Cleveland and Robert B. 
Palmer of Cincinnati, the former having been 
until recently the company’s agent at Cleveland, 
while the latter is the removed president. The 
company had trouble with Mr. Kirby not only in 
connection with his agency but in curbing his 
dealings in the stock of the company in a man- 
ner believed to be detrimental to its interests. 
Kirby claimed to have a verbal arrangement 
with Mr. Palmer and refused to operate under 
his written contract, whereupon the company 
terminated his agency. He brought suit, which 
was decided in the company’s favor. As to Mr. 
Palmer, the circular states that he negotiated 
two agency contracts which failed properly to 
protect the interests of the company and made 
a third one, creating a new department, in 
antagonism to the existing agency organization, 
which had neither time nor territorial limita- 
tions. 

THE COMPANY’S REPLY 

In reply to the charges made the company 
States that $239,604 was never really a part of 
the surplus, but represents the commissions and 
expenses of the promoters and stock salesmen, 
and in which Mr. Kirby shared. A further sum 
of $17,764 is not allowed as surplus by the State 
Insurance Department, although included among 
not admitted assets. If there has been an un- 
accountable shrinkage in surplus, the circular 
states, Mr. Palmer would be responsible there- 
for, as he was the executive officer even before 
the death of Judge Lemert in May, 1912. As to 
the deposit in the failed bank, it was secured 


156° 





Thursday 





by a surety bond of $75,000; and while the surety 
company is contesting the claim, it is expected 
that when the case comes to trial judgment will 
be given for the full amount of the claim, $38,253. 
This bank was promoted by Mr. Kirby, who was 
once its president. In connection with the al- 
leged change from six to three per cent invest- 
ments, the company deposited funds in a num- 
ber of banks in the territory covered by Kirby’s 
agency, on which Kirby agreed to pay six per 
cent annually. These funds were subsequently 
withdrawn, on account of Kirby’s failing to pay 
the interest promptly, and deposited tempo- 
rarily at three per cent pending their conversion 
into mortgage loans and bond investments. The 
stockholders are fully informed at the annual 
meeting of the company’s receipts and disburse- 
ments, and are furnished with a printed state- 
ment of assets and liabilities, while the direc- 
tors receive detailed reports each month. Mem- 
bers of the finance committee are compensated 
at the rate of $25 per day for two meetings a 
month, and no member has ever drawn more 
than fifty dollars in any one month, although 
most of them have attended from two to four 
meetings a week. 

An audit of the company’s books and transac- 
tions has been completed, which will be sub- 
mitted to the directors this month and then fur- 
nished the stockholders. President Bettinger 
adds that harmony between the different depart- 
ments has been restored, that the company’s in- 
vested assets are on a higher interest-paying 
basis than ever before, and the quality of its 
business is being daily improved. Nothing 
short of the mischief which the anonymous cir- 
cular writers are seeking to create, in a spirit 
of retaliation, can prevent a successful career. 
The foregoing is the substance of the reply of 
the company. 


Jefferson of Oklahoma—lInternational Merger 


A meeting of the stockholders of the Jeffer- 
son Life of Oklahoma City will be held this 
week to take action on the proposed merger of 
that company with the International Life of St. 
Louis. Thé consolidation has been approved by 
the directors of both companies, and the rati- 
fication by the stockholders and the consent of 
the Insurance Departments of Missouri and 
Oklahoma is now being awaited. The Jefferson 
Life has a capital of $100,000, a surplus of $14,- 
000, and insurance in force of $1,200,000. When 
the company is taken over the International will 
have a capital of $512,000, a surplus of $400,000, 
and insurance in force of approximately $38,- 
000,000. It will also have assets of $3,500,000 
and an annual income of about $1,500,000. Geo. 
Sohlberg is president and H. O. Stark secretary 
of the Jefferson Life. 


Plan Kentucky Company Merger 

Plans are understood to be under way for the 
merger of the Equity Life of Louisville and the 
United States Industrial Life of Frankfort, Ky. 
Dr. Ben L. Bruner, president of the Transyl- 
vania Casualty of Louisville, is president of the 
Equity. Thomas B. McGregor of Frankfort, it 
is stated, will be president of the consolidated 
company. 


Northwestern Mutual Agents Meet 
The New England agents of the Northwest- 
ern Mutual Life of Milwaukee held their first 
annual convention at the Hotel Bancroft at 
Worcester, Mass., last week. The business 
session was devoted to a brief conference on the 
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situation in the New England States. The 
banquet was the feature of the meeting and was 
presided over by Charles H. Sagar of the Wor- 
cester agency as toastmaster. Responses were 
made by Vice-President W. D. Van Dyke of -the 
company; Lawrence W. Mack of New York: F. 
C. Hemsing, assistant actuary of the company; 
W. J. Fischer of St. Louis; Dr. George A. 
Harlow of Milwaukee; John I. D. Bristol of New 
York; Superintendent of Agencies H. F. Norris 
and R. R. Reed of New York. 


Volunteer State Life Examined 


The Insurance Departments of Tennessee, 
North and South Carolina have completed an 
examination of Volunteer State Life of Chat- 
tanooga covering the entire year of 1912 and 
the first six months of 1913. The examiners 
praised the company for the manner in which 
it was managed. The total income for the first 
six months of this year was found to be $318,- 
632, and the total disbursements were $209,886, 
showing an income for that period of $108,745 in 
excess of disbursements. The admitted assets 
as of June 30, 1913, were $1,523,351 and the total 
liabilities $1,343,909. The surplus in excess of 
all liabilities consisted of $100,000 capital and 
$79,442 unassigned surplus fund. 


Franklin Life Agents’ $100,000 Club 

The big producers of the Franklin Life of 
Springfield, Ill., at their recent agency conven- 
tion organized a new $100,000 Club, with a mem- 
bership of eighteen. H. B. Smith of Vicksburg, 
Miss., was elected president for having pro- 
duced the largest amount. W. J. Oliver of Hol- 
land, Mich., was elected vice-president, and 
Franklin T. Kuhl of Springfield was elected sec- 
retary. The four agents who wrote a quarter of 
a million of business were: W. F. Workman, 
Franklin T. Kuhl and E. H. Hedlich of Spring- 
field, Ill., and P. P. Hoefgen of San Antonio, 
Tex. 


German-American Life and Accident 

The German-American Life and Accident As- 
sociation of Columbus, Ind., has filed articles of 
ineorporation. The association will have no 
capital. The directors are: Louis J. Scheidt, 
James B. Albright and Frank H. Linsmith. 


Valuation of Fraternal Societies 

The valuation and readjustment of assessment asso- 
ciations and fraternal orders in compliance with stat- 
utes of recent years have aroused much interest among 
the managers of such concerns. How to make the 
valuation without throwing the orders into insolvency 
and without serious loss of membership has been the 
problem. In this connection a work has been pre- 
pared by Lewis Albert Anderson which will be found 
of service. The book contains valuation tables, worked 
out by Mr. Anderson’s formula on the basis of the 
American Experience Table of Mortality with 4 and 
4% per cent interest and with death rates varying 
from 50 to 100 per cent of the table. Similar tables 
are also given based en the National Fraternal Con- 
gress Table with 4 per cent interest. The explanatory 
examples aid to make the computation of reserves com- 
paratively easy. 


Company Tidings 
—During July, August and September the Louis- 
iana State Life of Shreveport wrote $700,000 in new 
business 
—The Illinois Life of Chicago is making an effort 
to reach the $75,000,000 mark in business in force by 
September 21, 1914, which will mean a.record vol- 
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ume of new insurance during a twelve-month’s period. 
Indications point to this month being the best October 
in the history of the company. 


—During September the Missouri State Life of St. 
Louis received $2,510,985 of new business, bringing 
the total amount for the year to $22,862,212. This is 
an increase of more than 100 per cent over the first 
nine months of 1912, and the September production 
this year is twice that of last year. 


—September figures show the Chicago agency of the 
Mutual Life of New York to have paid for a million 
dollars a month for twelve consecutive months. This 
agency has almost tripled in size in three years, and 
will no doubt carry out Manager Darby A. Day’s pre- 
diction of thirteen millions for 1913—his thirteenth 
year with the company. 

—The Continental Life of Wilmington, Del., in 
celebration of its sixth anniversary, received applica- 
tions during September for $1,498,500 of new business, 
The company, which began business on October 1, 
1907, now has more than $10,000,000 of insurance in 
force. It operates in Delaware, Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania, and is making large gains, especially in 
Delaware and Maryland. Commencing this year the 
Continental began paying a dividend of twelve per 
cent per annum. 

—In the nine months ending with September 30 the 
National Life of Montpelier, Vt., received in pre- 
miums $4,415,178, annuity receipts $465,930, and from 


_other sources $2,099,819, making a total income of 


$6,980,927. Its payments to policyholders amounted 
to $3,853,980, and $2,067,016 was added to the net 
assets, bringing them up to $56,328,636. During the 
nine months the new business amounted to $17,615,453, 
and $8,544,268 was added to the insurance in force, 
which now stands at $188,008,876. 


Life Notes 


—William H. Clowney has become associated with 
the Reliance Life of Pittsburg, with headquarters at 
Philadelphia. 

—The International Industrial Life of Indianapolis 
has made the required deposit of securities with the 
Indiana Insurance Department. 


—James Fairlie, actuary of the Franklin Life of 
Springfield, I!l., has been appointed to a similar po- 
sition with the Iimnois [Insurance Department, suc- 
ceeding George Graham, Jr. 

—Frederic Montagu Nettleship, who is actively in- 
terested in the organization of the Atlas Assurance 
of Montgomery, Ala., will marry Miss Elizabeth Will 
Bennett of Washington, D, C., on October 22. 

—J. L. Babler, vice-president of the International 
Life of St. Louis, has returned to that city from a 
week’s trip in Texas and Oklahoma, where he held 
State agency meetings at Dallas and Oklahoma City. 

—Vice-President Roche, of the Manhattan Life of 
New York, announces the appointment of G, L. 
jrust as manager of the Pittsburg agency, and 
Thomas Shields as manager of the new Chicago 
agency 

—F. W. Potter, formerly Superintendent of the Llli- 
nois Insurance Department, has assumed the duties of 
manager of the Association of Legal Reserve Life In- 


surance Companies, and will open offices in the Hotel ° 


I.a Salle at Chicago. 

—Herbert M. Woollen, president of the American 
Central Life of Indianapolis, visited New York last 
week. The company is having a satisfactory year and 
will show a substantial increase in surplus when its 
annual statement is made up. 

—M. W. Waite, formerly Department Insurance 
Commissioner of Wisconsin, is now lecated at Port- 
land, Ore. He has just taken charge of the life de- 
partment in the agency of McCargar, Bates & Lively, 
representing the Aétna Life. 

—Will T. Smith, secretary of the Rockford Life 
of Rockford, Ill., has resigned and Charles J. Lund- 
herg will serve as temporary secretary until Mr. 
Smith’s successor is appointed. Mr, Smith has been 
with the company for a number of years. 

~The life underwriters of Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Missouri will meet at Memphis, and those of Minne- 
sota and North and South Dakota will meet at St. 
Paul shortly in carrying out a regional. congress in- 
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augurated some time ago by the life underwriters in 
the Northwest who met at Seattle. Plans are well 
under way for the meetings, and the dates will be 
announced later. 


—J. R. Crim, general agent for the International 
Life of St. Louis for Eastern Texas, entertained his 
leading producers at the home office of the company on 
October 2, 3 and 4. Mr. Crim offered a trip to St. 
Louis and a three-days’ entertainment to the two lead- 
ing producers of his department for September. Only 
business accompanied by the premium with the appli- 
cation counted in the contract. The winners of the 
contest were Mrs. Jennie Sample and George E. Stailey. 

—The members of the executive council have been 
appointed by President Ernest J. Clark, of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters. They are: Henry 
J. Powers of Louisville and Neil D. Sills of Rich- 
mond, for two years, and Percy V. Baldwin, Boston, 
for one year. Charles J, Edwards of Brooklyn is a 
holdover member and Hugh M. Willett of Atlanta, 
chairman of the executive committee, is ex-officio mem- 
ber. 
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Plan Merger of Texas Companies 


The Western Casualty and Guaranty of Dal- 
las, Tex., according to a report, will soon be 
merged with the Western Indemnity, also of 
that city, which has recently been organized. 
The Western Casualty and Guaranty has a cap- 
ital of $300,000 and a surplus of about $45,000. 
H. M. Bryan has been general manager of the 
company for the past six months, and it is un- 
derstood that he will become connected with the 
Western Indemnity. The latter company has a 
paid-up capital of $400,000 and a surplus of 
$80,000. It has applied for a license in the 
States where the Western Casualty and Guar- 
anty is operating, as follows: Texas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Kansas, California and Colorado. 


International Claim Association Meets 


The annual meeting of the International Claim 
Men‘s Association began a three-days’ session 
at the Hotel Patton at Chattanooga yesterday, 
with a large atendance. The meeting is being 
held behind closed doors, in order that all dis- 
cussions may be entered into freely without fear 
of publicity. The announcement has been made 
by Bayard P. Holmes, president of the Hooper- 
Holmes Information Bureau of New York, chair- 
man of the committee on membership and cre- 
dentials that eighteen new members increase 
the association’s membership to seventy-one. 
An elaborate programme is being carried out, 
and many prominent speakers are handling sub- 
jects of vital importance to the organization. 


Massachusetts Workmen's Compensation 


In the case of Gould vs. the American Mutual 
Liability of Boston, the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court has handed down a decision that workmen 
injured in the course of or from accidents aris- 
ing out of employment, if received outside of 
the State, cannot recover compensation in this 
State, even though the employer may be insured 
against that contingency. The case was that of 
William S. Gould, employed by the B. F. Sturte- 
vant Company, which company was insured in 
the American Mutual Liability Company. Gould 
was injured in New York. The case came to 
the Supreme Court on appeal. 
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NEW YORK LIABILITY 
MANUAL 





Issued by Workmens Compensation 
Service Bureau in Effect 





APPOINTMENT OF PROF. A. W. WHITNEY 





New York State Agents Association Claim It Has 
Not Received Proper Consideration—Propose 
New Company 

The Manual for the new liability insurance 
rates, covering liability hazards in the State of 
New York, which has been issued by the Work- 
men’s Compensation Service Bureau, has been 
generally accepted by both Bureau and non- 
Bureau companies, effective October 1. A ma- 
terial increase is shown in the rates as com- 
pared with those previously in effect. The re- 
duction to twelve and one-half per cent in 
brokers’ commissions will not be as serious as 
was first feared, as the higher premiums upon 
which the commissions will be computed will to 
some extend offset the lower percentage. The 
new rates are based on experience and have 
been carefully prepared. They have been filed 
with the New York Insurance Department and 
are now regarded as official. Copies of this 
Manual can be supplied by The Spectator Com- 
pany. 

BUREAU MEETING 

At a meeting of the Workmens Compensation 
Service Bureau, held at New York on Thursday 
of last week, the special committee appointed 
to submit suggestions for a more adequate 
claim reserve law submitted its report, and a 
discussion of it followed at length. The Massa- 
chusetts Bonding of Boston was elected to 
membership. 


TO ANALYZE LIABILITY RATES 

According to the announcement of Superin- 
tendent William T. Emmet of the New York In- 
surance Department, Albert W. Whitney, for- 
merly professor of insurance and mathematics 
of the University of California, who has been 
appointed an associate actuary of that depart- 
ment, will devote much of his time to an analy- 
sis of the new liability rates filed recently. 

Superintendent Emmet, in making the formal 
announcement, expresses the hope that the New 
York Department may take the leading part in 
working out solutions of some of these prob- 
lems. Professor Whitney will leave to-day for 
Chicago, where he will represent the New York 
Department at the meeting of the committee of 
the National Convention of Insurance Commis- 
sioners, which will discuss the question of the 
classification of fire insurance rates. He has an 
international reputation as an actuary and pub- 
licist, and has made a special study of insur- 
ance. He is a member of the Actuarial Society 
of America. Professor Whitney was born in 
1870 and graduated from Beloit College in 1891. 


STATE LIABILITY UNDERWRITERS MEET 

The New York State Liability Underwriters 
Association, at a meeting held last week at 
Syracuse, adopted a resolution, following a dis- 
cussion of the reduction of liability commis- 
sions, as follows: 


Whereas, The Superintendent of Insurance for the 
State of New York has issued to the companies writ- 
ing liability insurance in its various lines in this State 
an order requiring that their acquisition expenses 
must be limited to 20 per cent and, 

Whereas, Said companies have seen fit to accept this 
order and ‘attempt to put it into operation; and, 

Whereas, The enforcement of such order would not 
oniy work a hardship upon the agent body of the State, 
but would of necessity eliminate many of them from 
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a business in which they have spent the best years of 
their life; and, 

Whereas, Said ruling would operate as a benefit to 
the companies only and fail to accomplish results de- 
sired; therefore, be it 

Kesoli ted, That field men, known as local and spe- 
cial agents, are entitled to a commission of 15 per 
cent upon employers’ liability insurance and 17% per 
cent on all other lines of liability insurance, and, based 
upon past experience, that general agents are entitled 
to an overwriting commission of 74% per cent. 

Resolved, That the president of the association ap- 
pot a committee of five, of which he shall be a mem- 
ver, as delegates to represent the association at such 
time and place as may be specified in a call for the 
formation of the National Association of Liability In- 
surance Agents, and that the expense necessary for 
such representation be a just and due charge to the 
association, 

Action was also taken to organize an inde- 


pendent casualty company as a means of pro- 
tection. On this subject the following resolu- 
tion was passed: 


Resolved, To appoint a committee to devise ways and 
means to organize an insurance company by the ac- 
tive, producing field forces, to operate principally in 


the accident and health lines, 


Union Health and Accident Examined 
The Union Health and Accident of Denver has 
been examined for a period covering from De- 
cember 31, 1909, to June 30, 1918, and the com- 
pany’s affairs were found to be in good condi- 
tion. It had admitted assets on June 30 last of 
$149,495; liabilities, except capital, $10,578; cash 
capital, $100,000, and a surplus over all liabili- 
ties of $38,917. The company was organized in 
1906 and later took over the business of the 
Union Mutual Benefit and Life Association. 





Reinsures Mexican Business 

President F. W. LaFrentz, of the American 
Surety of New York, has concluded an arrange- 
ment with F. W. Lawson, United States manager 
of the London Guarantee and Accident of Lon- 
don, under which the Compania Mexicana de 
Garantias, S. A., the local company of the 
American Surety in Mexico, will reinsure the 
fidelity and surety business of the London Com- 
pany in that Republic. 





Ben Franklin Surety . Hampton, Ia. 
The Ben Franklin Surety Company, with 
headquarters at Hampton, Ia., has been incor- 
porated, with a capital of $100,000. The officers 
are: John M. Hemingway, president, and Irma 
H. Harriman, secretary and treasurer. 





Casualty Notes 

—The Massachusetts Bonding of Boston has ap- 
pointed Cochran, Thomas & Co. of Dallas, Texas, as 
general agents for casualty lines for the State. 

—The Bankers Accident of Des Moines wrote more 
than $53,000 in new annual premiums during August, 
as compared with $31,000 for the same period in 1912. 

—Robert L. Carden, chief deputy of Insurance 
Commissioner Taylor of Tennessee, has resigned to 
become State agent for the Missouri Fidelity and 
Casualty Company of Springfield, with headquarters 
at Knoxville. 

—A. L. Adams, formerly with the local department 
of the American Surety of New York, has been ap- 
pointed general agent for the fidelity and surety de- 
partment of the Globe Indemnity of New York for 
Brooklyn and Long Island. 

—The United States Health and Accident of Sagi- 
naw, Mich., experienced the best month in its history 
during September in the amount of new business writ- 
ten and premiums collected. There were over 1400 
more applications received during the month just 
closed than in September, 1912. 

—The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia 
has reversed the judgment of the Circuit Court of 
Barbour county in the action of the Indiana and Ohio 
Live Stock of Crawfordsville, Ind., against Tom B. 
Bowman of Phillipi, W. Va. The court held that the 
lower court set aside the verdict because the prima 
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facie evidence showed that the plaintiff was entitled to 
recovery of the amount claimed ($1493), whereas the 
jury gave plaintiff a verdict for only $300. Bowman 
formerly represented the Indiana and Ohio as agent 
for West Virginia. 


—President William B. Joyce, of the National 
Surety of New York, has made a denial of the story, 
which gained wide circulation, to the effect that he was 
the owner of fifty-two per cent ‘of the capital stock 
of the Stevens Contracting Company. Mr. Joyce said 
that the story was started by people actuated by malice. 

—An opportunity is offered in another column to 
stockholders of a casualty company to form a con- 
nection with parties who are in position to make a 
satisfactory profit for the owners without further in- 
vestment or causing impairment of capital. 


—William H. Conroy, resident manager of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bonding of Boston, was elected president 
of the Surety Underwriters Association of New York 
at the annual meeting held on Tuesday last. Other 
officers elected’ were: [Tred C. Williams, vice-presi- 
dent, and J. H. Manning, secretary and treasurer, 

—The date for the annual meeting of the South- 
ern Casualty and Surety Conference, which was to 
have been held on October 14 and 15 at New Orleans, 
has been changed to October 28 and 29. Plans are 
being made by Chairman Edwin Shelby and his com- 
mittee on arrangements for the most elaborate meet- 
ing yet held. The programme will shortly be an- 
nounced. 


—The Hooper-Hotmes Information Bureau of New 
York announces the establishment in Chicago of a 
branch of its inspection department for the more ex- 
peditious handling of its work in the Central and 
Western States for the life and accident insurance 
companies, with home offices in that territory. The 
Chicago branch will be under the management of 
George S. Galloway, who for several years has been 
the Eastern claim manager for the Continental Casu- 
alty of Chicago. Associated with Mr. Galloway, as 
general Western representative of the bureau, will be 
E. P. Kenyon, president and general manager of the 
United Service Bureau of Chicago, which operates for 
the life insurance companies and fraternal societies as 
a clearing-house for the exchange of information on 
impairments. The new office will be ready for busi- 
ness on or about November 15, 


Calculating Machines at a Bargain 

Two calculating machines of standard make may be 
purchased at less than the cost of manufacture. These 
machines will add, multiply, divide and subtract, one 
being sixteen figures in product and the other twelve 
figures. They are in excellent working condition, and 
responsible individuals or corporations may order on 
one week’s trial, 

Full particulars sent on application, 

Address, “S. D. K.,’”’ care of THe Spectator, P. O, 
Box 1117, New York city. 
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